
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



From the October number of the Quarterly Statement of the Pales- 
tine Exploration Fund we learn that Dr. Bliss has been hindered by 
some formalities from beginning his work at Gath, but has doubtless 
already begun upon the Tell at this time. We also note that, as evi- 
dences of the modernizing of Jerusalem, a carriage road has been con- 
structed to the Mount of Olives via Scopus, the Jaffa gate has been 
supplemented by a new entrance made by tearing down a portion of 
the wall and filling up the moat, and a number of bicyclists are to be 
seen upon the Jaffa road. 

The appearance of Dr. Bliss' book has been unavoidably delayed 
because of a fire in the premises of Messrs. Day & Co., the lithographers. 

Probably the most important paper in. the Statement, exegetic- 
ally considered, is that of Lieutenant-Colonel Conder upon "Illustra- 
tions of the Book of Job," in which he considers the reference of the 
language, geography, civilization, natural history in that remarkable 
book in the light of actual observation. One should also notice the 
short note by J. M. Tenz upon Golgotha or Calvary, in which he has 
the following paragraph in regard to the hill over Jeremiah's Grotto, 
which is today somewhat widely regarded as the true Golgotha. We 
do not see that the facts which he cites invalidate the other arguments 
for this identification, but they are worthy of consideration. He says : 

There is another place outside the Damascus gate which of late years also 
received the name " Skull Hill." From the nearest road it takes about three 
or four minutes to ascend to the top of that hill. According to the Jewish 
tradition it was the place of stoning. The criminal was first cast down from 
the precipice of that hill, a height of about fifty feet, and if life was still left 
in him was then stoned to death. Near by is a tomb, believed by some to be 
the tomb of Christ. But when it was first discovered by the owner of that 
land and pointed out to Dr. C. Schick, it was full of bones and earth, and 
when cleared out the mark of a cross was found on the east rock-wall, and 
another on the north side of the chamber, which are still to be seen, no doubt 
dating from the crusading time. The entrance to this tomb is more than two 
feet above the ancient level of the rock-floor outside, so that the disciples 
would not have been required to stoop down to look into the tomb as stated 
in St. John xx, 4, 5. Where the garden is supposed to have been, large cisterns 
and walls of ancient buildings have been discovered, and on the rock-floor in 
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the front of the entrance of the tomb is a long trough cut in the solid rock 
which appears to have been used as a drinking place for cattle. There is no 
sign that there was at any time a rolling or other stone before the entrance, 
as in some Jewish tombs, but that it was shut by a door. The arrangement 
of the interior is the same as that of several other Christian tombs in the 
vicinity and near St. Stephen's Church, which is now erected on the foundation 
of a former church of that name, where it is believed St. Stephen was stoned. 

In the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaology, Vol. XX, 
E. J. Pilcher adds new evidence in support of his thesis as regards the 
late date of the Siloam inscription. It will probably be recalled that 
the inscription is written in archaic Hebrew letters, which are sup- 
posed to represent the form of Hebrew alphabet in the eighth century 
before Christ. Mr. Pilcher maintains that a comparison of the letters 
in the Siloam inscription with those found on the later gems and the 
coins of Bar-Cochba indicates that the Siloam inscription is probably 
a memorial of the time of Herod the Great. For example, the letters 
Aleph and Mem similar to those of the Siloam inscription did not 
appear on Phoenician coins until a comparatively late date. Two chief 
objections which were advanced against the Herodian date of the 
inscription were that we should not expect the Hebrew language to be 
employed at so late a period, and that the square character was 
believed to have entirely supplanted the ancient Hebrew alphabet at 
the time of Herod. The present paper calls attention to several jar- 
handles discovered by Warren in 1869 close against the platform in 
Herod's temple in Jerusalem. Below them were found several broken 
lamps of the Grseco-Phcenician period, not to be dated earlier than 
the second century B. C. On this pottery there are several letters 
which strikingly resemble the coins of Antigonus, 4°~37 B. C. The 
lettering of the pottery is so identical with the characters of the Siloam 
inscription that they must belong to one and the same period, but from 
the stratum in which these jar- handles were discovered it is impossible 
to resist the conclusion that they date from the Herodian period. 

We shall be greatly interested to notice the reception of this added 
evidence in favor of the late date of the Siloam inscription. It does 
not appear to us to be necessarily conclusive, for the location of the 
Siloam inscription when found must in the long run be a matter of 
the greatest significance in determining its date. In the meantime, 
however, before a final conclusion is universally reached, it is useless 
to deny the similarities in the alphabets as furnished in the plates of 
the Palestine Exploration Fund. 



